
From the Natural to the Urban Landscape – 

Working with Native Plants
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In spring, pasque flowers and golden currant bloom lavender 

and yellow. Summer brings yellow sulphur flower, purple 

prairie clover, creamy white yucca, and lavender blazing star. In 

fall, leaves of sumac and Rocky Mountain maple turn red, asters 

bloom yellow and purple, and grasses turn to bronze and tan. 

Through all the seasons, native plants bring color, texture, and 

movement to the natural landscape. This class will introduce 

the ecology of native plants. You will learn how to use native 

plants in a sustainable home landscape that evokes the beauty of 

Colorado while employing good design principles, and proper 

maintenance techniques. 

Instructor: Laura Atwood is the Horticulture Education 

Coordinator at the Gardens on Spring Creek and a Native Plant 

Master. Anne Clark holds a certificate in Landscape Design 

from Front Range Community College, is a Certified Nursery 

Professional, and is a PACE certified Sustainable Landscape 

Designer. Loretta Mannix is a Native Plant Master. Sally Guthart 

holds a degree in Horticulture and Landscape Technologies. 

Time: 1-3 p.m.

Dates: Thursdays: Feb. 17, 24, March 3, 10 (4 weeks)

Class Size: 20 participants

Cost: $65

Location: Gardens at Spring Creek, 2145 Centre Ave., Fort Collins

Mystical, Magical Madagascar
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Madagascar, the world’s fourth largest island, broke away from 

mainland Africa more than 130 million years ago. Untouched 

by human habitation until around 500 A.D., the flora and fauna 

of the island are unparalleled exotica. The fascinating Malagasy 

culture is Asian-based (from Sumatran human settlers), and 

is interspersed today with African and Arab peoples. We will 

explore the history, geography, culture, economics and politics 

of this unique corner of the globe.

Instructor: John Roberts spent 37 years overseas as a diplomat 

with the U.S. Department of State and the U.S. Peace Corps, 

followed by ten years teaching in International Studies at CSU. 

He lived and worked in Madagascar in 1990 and 1991, and has 

been back twice. He continues to travel the world, and to date 

has visited 186 countries. This will be his fifth Osher course, and 

is part of Osher’s world-wide geographic series.

Readings: Madagascar, Globe Trotter Travel Guide, New Holland 

Publisher, Ltd., 2009, ISBN: 978-1-84773-200-2. Order books 

from Reader’s Cove (see page 2).

Time: 1:30-3:30 p.m.

Dates: Thursdays, March 10, 17, 24, 31, April 7, 14 (6 weeks)

Class Size: 20 participants

Cost: $85

Location: The Community Foundation of Northern Colorado, 

4745 Wheaton Dr., Suite 100, Fort Collins

Thursdays

As one of those individuals who 

really believe that life is a non-stop, 

ongoing learning experience, I love 

being associated with Osher. For me, 

learning and studying about planet 

Earth’s cultures, nations, and ethnic diversities (and 

similarities) is irrepressible.

JOHN ROBERTS, INSTRUCTOR
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